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UNIVERSAL JURISDICTION UPDATES  

(April 2026 – June 2026)  

  

April 2026 
 

1. Rohingya Genocide Complaint (Indonesia):  On 6 April 2026, Rohingya activist 
Yasmin Ullah, former Indonesian Attorney-General Marzuki Darusman, and 
several Indonesian human rights leaders filed a criminal complaint with Indonesia’s 
Attorney General’s Office against current president of Myanmar, Min Aung Hlaing, 
alleging genocide against the Rohingya. Min Aung Hlaing was the commander-in-
chief of Myanmar’s armed forces during the 2017 military operations that forced 
more than 730,000 Rohingya to flee to Bangladesh. The complaint seeks 
accountability for alleged atrocities, including killings, sexual violence, and the 
destruction of villages- Myanmar's new president Min Aung Hlaing faces genocide 
complaint in Indonesia | Reuters.  

 
2. Universal Jurisdiction Investigation into Gaza Allegations (Peru): On 28 April 

2026, the First Supra provincial Criminal Prosecutor’s Office Specialising in Human 
Rights and the Fight against Terrorism in Peru ordered a 15-day preliminary 
investigation into allegations of war crimes, crimes against humanity, and genocide 
committed against the population of Gaza by an Israeli soldier currently present in 
Peru. The case stems from a complaint filed in 2025 by the Hind Rajab Foundation 
and Peruvian lawyer Julio César Arbizu González. It is the first known universal 
jurisdiction case of its kind in Peru and marks a significant precedent for 
accountability in the region- Peru Attorney-General opens investigation into former 
IDF soldier | The Jerusalem Post 

 
3. Lafarge Conviction for Terrorism Financing (France):  In May 2026, the Paris 

Criminal Court convicted Lafarge for financing terrorism through its Syrian 
subsidiary, finding that senior executives at both the French headquarters and the 
Syrian branch had established a system of payments to armed groups to protect 
the company’s commercial interests. The case involved eight executives, including 
four non-French nationals, and was prosecuted on the basis of both active 
personality and universal jurisdiction principles. The judgment establishes an 
important precedent by affirming that French parent companies can be held 
criminally responsible for conduct carried out through foreign subsidiaries, 

https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/myanmars-new-president-min-aung-hlaing-faces-genocide-complaint-indonesia-2026-04-06/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/myanmars-new-president-min-aung-hlaing-faces-genocide-complaint-indonesia-2026-04-06/
https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/article-895629
https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/article-895629
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strengthening accountability for multinational corporations implicated in serious 
international crimes- Lafarge Verdict Puts Multinationals In Conflict Zones On 
Notice 

 

May 2026 
 

4. Final Hearings in Lundin Oil War Crimes Trial (Sweden 
):  On 28 May 2026, final hearings concluded in Sweden’s landmark trial against 
Ian Lundin and Alex Schneiter, who are accused of complicity in war crimes 
committed in Sudan (now South Sudan) between 1999 and 2003. Prosecutors 
allege that the executives repeatedly sought military protection for the company’s 
oil operations despite knowing that government forces and allied militias were 
committing war crimes against civilians. The prosecution has requested prison 
sentences of ten years for Lundin and six years for Schneiter, as well as the 
confiscation of €230 million in criminal proceeds from the company. The court is 
expected to deliver its verdict by the end of 2026- Final hearing in the Lundin case: 
an end to impunity? - PAX 
 

5. Criminal File Against Min Aung Hlaing for Alleged Crimes in Chin State 
(Timor-Leste): A criminal file alleging war crimes and crimes against humanity by 
Myanmar’s military leader Min Aung Hlaing has been submitted in Timor-Leste to 
the Court of First Instance in Dili for judicial review. The case, initiated in early 2026 
by the Chin Human Rights Organisation, concerns alleged command responsibility 
for atrocities in Myanmar’s Chin State. It follows earlier proceedings opened in 
February and is now moving to the next procedural stage in Timor-Leste. War 
Crimes Case Against Myanmar Dictator Moves Forward in Timor-Leste – Chin 
Human Rights Organization 
 

6. DROI Meeting on Universal Jurisdiction and Accountability (The EU): On 6 
May 2026, the European Parliament's Subcommittee on Human Rights (DROI) 
convened an Interparliamentary Committee Meeting on global accountability 
mechanisms, highlighting universal jurisdiction as a key tool for addressing 
impunity for international crimes and discussing efforts to establish a Special 
Tribunal for the crime of aggression against Ukraine- DROI - Human Rights | ICMs 
| Relations with National Parliaments | European Parliament 
 

7. Agathe Habyarimana Case Reopened in Rwanda Genocide Investigation 
(France): On 6 May 2026, the Paris Court of Appeal overturned a prior dismissal 
and ordered the resumption of proceedings against Agathe Habyarimana, widow 
of former Rwandan President Juvénal Habyarimana. She remains under 
investigation in France for alleged complicity in genocide and crimes against 
humanity in connection with the 1994 Rwanda genocide- Court overturns dismissal 
of former Rwandan first lady's 'complicity in genocide' charges 
 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/michaelposner/2026/04/21/lafarge-the-cost-of-complicity/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/michaelposner/2026/04/21/lafarge-the-cost-of-complicity/
https://paxforpeace.nl/news/final-hearing-in-the-lundin-case-an-end-to-impunity/#content
https://paxforpeace.nl/news/final-hearing-in-the-lundin-case-an-end-to-impunity/#content
https://www.chinhumanrights.org/war-crimes-case-against-myanmar-dictator-moves-forward-in-timor-leste/
https://www.chinhumanrights.org/war-crimes-case-against-myanmar-dictator-moves-forward-in-timor-leste/
https://www.chinhumanrights.org/war-crimes-case-against-myanmar-dictator-moves-forward-in-timor-leste/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/relnatparl/en/droi-icm-on-the-role-of-the-eu-and-its-m/products-details/20260317CPU47703?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/relnatparl/en/droi-icm-on-the-role-of-the-eu-and-its-m/products-details/20260317CPU47703?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.lemonde.fr/en/le-monde-africa/article/2026/05/06/court-overturns-dismissal-of-former-rwandan-first-lady-s-complicity-in-genocide-charges_6753190_124.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.lemonde.fr/en/le-monde-africa/article/2026/05/06/court-overturns-dismissal-of-former-rwandan-first-lady-s-complicity-in-genocide-charges_6753190_124.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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June 2026 
 

8. Extradition Request for a former Venezuelan Soldier (Argentina): In June 
2026, Argentina requested the extradition from Spain of former Venezuelan 
National Guard officer Ephraín Enrique Verdú Torrelles in a universal jurisdiction 
case concerning alleged crimes against humanity committed during the repression 
of the 2014 protests in Venezuela. The extradition request seeks to secure his 
presence for questioning over allegations that he committed murder as a crime 
against humanity. Spanish authorities have agreed to continue the extradition 
proceedings, marking a potentially significant step toward accountability for serious 
human rights violations in Venezuela- Venezuela: Universal Jurisdiction a Route 
to Justice | Human Rights Watch 

 
9. Appeal Proceedings Open for Eugène Rwamucyo (France):  On 9 June 2026, 

the Paris Assize Court of Appeal began the appeal trial of Eugène Rwamucyo, a 
former doctor convicted in France for his role in the 1994 Genocide against the 
Tutsi in Rwanda. Rwamucyo is appealing a 2024 judgment that sentenced him to 
27 years’ imprisonment after he was found guilty of complicity in genocide and 
complicity in crimes against humanity. The appeal proceedings represent a further 
step in France’s ongoing efforts to prosecute suspects linked to the 1994 genocide- 
Genocide: Rwamucyo’s appeal trial set to begin in Paris - The New Times 

 

10. Trial and Conviction of Syrian Commander for Crimes Against Humanity (The 
Netherlands): On 8 April 2026, the Netherlands opened the trial of Rafiq al Q., a 
former National Defence Force (NDF) commander from Salamiyah, Syria, on 
charges of sexual violence as a crime against humanity, as well as other war 
crimes and crimes against humanity. Prosecutors allege that, between 2013 and 
2014, he headed the militia’s interrogation department and was responsible for the 
detention and abuse of civilians. Nine victims have joined the proceedings as civil 
parties, while additional witnesses have provided testimony to Dutch investigators. 
On 15th June 2026, the court sentenced him to 26 years in prison- Dutch court 
sentences Syrian to 26 years for torturing for al-Assad | Bashar al-Assad News | 
Al Jazeera 

  

11. Genocide Trial of Rwandan Suspect in Mbazi Massacres (The Netherlands): 
A 66-year-old Rwandan man identified as Eugene N. is on trial in the Netherlands 
for allegedly inciting and participating in the 1994 Rwandan genocide, including the 
massacre of approximately 3,000 Tutsis in Mbazi. Prosecutors allege he was 
personally involved in killings, looting, and the destruction of Tutsi homes. The 
accused denies all charges, claiming he was also a victim of the genocide and 
seeking acquittal. The trial before the District Court of The Hague is scheduled to 
run until 29 June, with a verdict expected on 28 August. Rwanda genocide suspect 
'a broken man', denies charges at Dutch trial | RNZ 
 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2026/06/02/venezuela-universal-jurisdiction-a-route-to-justice
https://www.hrw.org/news/2026/06/02/venezuela-universal-jurisdiction-a-route-to-justice
https://www.newtimes.co.rw/article/36303/news/crime/genocide-rwamucyos-appeal-trial-set-to-begin-in-paris
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/6/15/dutch-court-sentences-syrian-to-26-years-for-torturing-on-behalf-of-al-assad
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/6/15/dutch-court-sentences-syrian-to-26-years-for-torturing-on-behalf-of-al-assad
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/6/15/dutch-court-sentences-syrian-to-26-years-for-torturing-on-behalf-of-al-assad
https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/world/598519/rwanda-genocide-suspect-a-broken-man-denies-charges-at-dutch-trial
https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/world/598519/rwanda-genocide-suspect-a-broken-man-denies-charges-at-dutch-trial
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12. Appeal Trial of Yuri Harauski over Belarus Enforced Disappearances 

(Switzerland): The appeal trial of Yuri Harauski, a former member of Belarus’s 

SOBR special police unit, was scheduled for 24 June 2026 in St. Gallen, 

Switzerland. He is accused of involvement in the enforced disappearances of three 

political opponents in Belarus in 1999, crimes he previously confessed to in media 

interviews. The case is significant as the first universal jurisdiction trial in 

Switzerland involving crimes committed in Belarus, and the first-time enforced 

disappearance has been examined by a Swiss court. Harauski was acquitted at 

first instance in 2023 due to insufficient evidence, though the court accepted that 

the disappearances occurred and involved Belarusian state actors. The appeal will 

reassess his alleged responsibility, considering his prior statements and existing 

evidence. However, the appeal was postponed on 19th June 2026. Press Release 

- Appeal trial of Yuri Harauski, former member of SOBR - TRIAL International 
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